October 11, 2004

Liberty Day started with Kathy and Andy in
the Denver Lions Club almost a decade ago.
It is a national organization honoring James
Madison that prints millions of America’s
founding documents with the help of Denver’s
Herschfield Press and distributes them free of
charge all across America. Kathy and Andy
worked without pay, donating thousands of
hours and resources to the project in the
hopes that Americans will understand the
basic freedoms we enjoy today. The Lions
International, Rotary, Kiwanis, and Optimist
clubs have all embraced the project, enabling
their work to have worldwide distribution.

Mr. Speaker, Kathy Griswold McKean was a
dedicated patriot that selflessly served her
community and country, and | am honored to
pay tribute to such a diligent community serv-
ant and preservationist of American history.
Her contributions to our country will not be for-
gotten. My thoughts and prayers go out to her
family during this time of bereavement.

———

REMEMBERING AND RECOGNIZING
MRS. BONNIE L. GENTRY

HON. RALPH M. HALL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 8, 2004

Mr. HALL. Mr. Speaker, today | am honored
to pay tribute to Bonnie L. Gentry, a dedicated
educator and sister of Buck Crowley, my long-
time friend and assistant in the district. Bonnie
passed away on February 2, 2002, and in
March of this year, the Mesquite Independent
School District recognized her by naming its
30th elementary campus in her honor.

Born in Fate, TX, to R.L. and Mattie
Crowell, Bonnie received her teaching certifi-
cate at the age of 14. For the next 54 years,
she served as both teacher and principal for
the Rockwall and Mesquite Independent
School Districts. In 1959, she became Mes-
quite’s first female principal when she was ap-
pointed to the position at Ben F. Tisinger Ele-
mentary. She held the position until her retire-
ment in 1974.

In addition to her teaching career, Bonnie
also served in such organizations as the
Texas Retired Teachers Association, the
Order of the Eastern Star, the Daughters of
the American Revolution, and Delta Kappa
Gamma.

She is survived by her brothers Herman
Crowell, R.S. “Bob” Crowell, and M.L. “Buck”
Crowell; sisters Christine Davison and Leona
Strain; and numerous nieces and nephews.

Bonnie will long be remembered as a de-
voted and caring educator who touched the
lives of many. On behalf of her family, friends,
students, and the Mesquite Independent
School District, | would like to take this oppor-
tunity in the House of Representatives to pay
my last respects to Mrs. Bonnie L. Gentry.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

CONGRATULATING FRANK
MATTEI, HONORED BY THE
ITALIAN AMERICAN ASSOCIA-
TION OF LUZERNE COUNTY AS
2004 PERSON OF THE YEAR
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OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 8, 2004

Mr. KANJORSKI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to Frank Mattei as he is named
Person of the Year by the ltalian American As-
sociation of Luzerne County. It is an honor to
join the members of this organization in paying
tribute to his numerous achievements as he is
honored at a dinner this Sunday.

A member of the Italian American Associa-
tion for 10 years, Frank is also active in Ro-
tary Club. As a member of the Rotary Club,
Frank spent a great deal of time with the Ro-
tary Exchange Students Program. Many stu-
dents from many nations were greeted with
the hospitality and warmth of the Mattei home.

Frank was born in Pergola, Italy, in 1932.
He is the son of the late Marino and Celeste
Mattei. He has been married to Anna
Biscontini for 46 years. Frank and Anna have
two children, Maria and Frank Jr., and three
grandchildren. Maria lives with her daughter,
Violeta, in Plains. Frank Jr. and his wife Susan
live in Malvern, PA, with their daughters
Daniella and Julianna.

Frank came to America in 1947. He settled
in the Hilldale section of Plains and graduated
from Plains Memorial High School in 1952.

Frank served his country for 2 years in the
U.S. Army, and 18 of the 24 months were
served in the United States forces in Austria,
USFA. After that, he spent many years in the
retail shoe business as the owner of Penn-Lee
Footwear for 22 years.

Mr. Speaker, it is a privilege and honor to
represent a man who has served his country
and who has been a leader in his community.
| ask that my colleagues pay tribute to Frank
Mattei as he receives this well deserved
honor.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE TEMPLE

CITY UNIFIED SCHOOL  DIS-
TRICT’S 50TH ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION
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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 8, 2004

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate the Temple City Unified School
District for 50 years of outstanding service to
the community.

The Temple City Unified School District was
established as a unified school district on July
1, 1954. At the time, the district had grades
kindergarten through 11th. Elementary classes
were held at Cloverly, Emperor, and Longden.
Oak Avenue School, formerly part of Pasa-
dena Unified School District, was a junior high
school, and in 1954 it became Temple City
High School. At the time, a total of 789 stu-
dents were enrolled in grades 8 through 11.
The first 12th grade class of 138 students
graduated from the Oak Avenue campus in
1956. The first graduation from the new cam-
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pus was in 1957. During that first year, the
Temple City High School Associated Student
Body established the green and gold colors
and the “Ram” as the school mascot.

The Temple City Unified School District is
located in the West San Gabriel Valley. The
population of the district’'s service area is ap-
proximately 35,000. The service area includes
within its boundaries most of the incorporated
city of Temple City, as well as small portions
of San Gabriel, Arcadia, and unincorporated
areas of Los Angeles County. Currently, the
district maintains one comprehensive high
school, TCHS, one alternative high school,
Community Learning Center, one intermediate
school, Oak Avenue, four elementary schools,
Cloverly, Emperor, La Rosa, and Longden,
and one adult school, Temple City Adult
School.

A list of outstanding superintendents have
served TCUSD. The first, Howard Beckner, re-
tired in 1961. He was succeeded by Dr. Jack
Rand and then Allen Rice. Superintendents
Wesley Bosson and Clint Taylor followed. In
1999, Joan Hillard became the District’s sixth
Superintendent. It is clear that TCUSD has a
history rich with spirit and values of progress,
dedication, unity, and pride.

| ask all Members of Congress to join me
today in congratulating the Temple City Uni-
fied School District for 50 years of outstanding
educational service to the community, and for
its immense commitment to the success of its
students.

IN RECOGNITION OF HISPANIC
HERITAGE MONTH

HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 8, 2004

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise in recognition
of Hispanic Heritage Month.

In 2004, the influence of Latinos in the
United States is evident now more than ever.
This community has continued to be a strong
thread in the fabric of our nation. Influential
Latinos can be found contributing in many
fields; they are doctors and lawyers, teachers
and professors, police officers and fire fight-
ers, scientists and engineers, mayors and of
course, Members of Congress.

As we celebrate Hispanic Heritage Month, |
want to highlight their service to our Congress.
The first Latino members of this chamber were
non-voting delegates, one from the Territory of
Florida, Joseph Marion Hernandez in 1822,
and the other Jose Manuel Gallegos from the
Territory of New Mexico in 1853. The first vot-
ing member was Romualdo Pacheco, from the
great state of California, elected in 1877.
Since then, many Latino Members of Con-
gress, in both chambers, have served our na-
tion. These members hail from a diverse
group of states and territories, including Ari-
zona, Louisiana, Texas, lllinois, New York,
Guam and Puerto Rico, to name a few. They
have made significant contributions, like Sen-
ator Dennis Sanchez, from the state of New
Mexico, who was the first to push for any kind
of Civil Rights legislation in Congress. Most
notable is the formation of the Congressional
Hispanic Caucus in 1976, founded by five
Members of Congress, Reps. Edward Roybal
(D—CA), Henry Gonzalez (D-TX), Herman
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